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THE TEATRO REGIO DI PARMA

Built under Duchess Maria Luigia of Habsburg-Lorraine, wife of Napoleon and Governor of the Duchy of Parma and Piacenza, and originally called Nuovo Teatro Ducale, the Teatro Regio di Parma inaugurated on May 16, 1829 with the opera Zaira, composed for the occasion by Vincenzo Bellini. 
Designed in neoclassical style on a project by architect Nicolò Bettoli, in the typical “giallo Parma” colour, its imposing facade is marked by an ionic granite colonnade surmounted by five gabled windows, above which a large semi circular thermal window is surrounded by the profiles of two Fame, handing laurel wreaths in flight. Higher up, in the centre of the tympanum, Apollo’s Lyre is surrounded by the masks of Comedy and Tragedy. The elegance of the inside stuccos, its perfect acoustics and prestigious history, together with the charm of the city in which it is located, so closely linked to Giuseppe Verdi, Arturo Toscanini and Niccolò Paganini, explain the world renown of the Teatro Regio di Parma; a heritage of absolute value amongst the world most famous opera houses. 

Its boards have been and are trod and beloved by the greatest interpreters of the opera repertoire of all times, such as Enrichetta Méric – Lalande e Luigi Lablache, starring in the inaugural Zaira, Giuseppina Strepponi, Domenico Cosselli, Felice Varesi, Marianna Barbieri-Nini, Sofia Loëwe, Adalgisa Gabbi, Paul Lhérie, Otello Bersellini, Tito Gobbi, Alessandro Bonci, Sesto Bruscantini, Maria Caniglia, Paolo Montarsolo, Piero Cappuccilli, José Carraras, Gina Cigna, Carlo Galeffi, Nazareno De Angelis, Cesare Siepi, Magda Olivero, Tancredi Pasero, Aureliano Pertile, Titta Ruffo, Mario Sammarco, Carlo Tagliabue, Mariano Stabile, Enzo Dara, Rolando Panerai, Renato Bruson, Franco Corelli, Fiorenza Cossotto, Ghena Dimitrova, Barbara Hendricks, Cecilia Gasdia, Toti dal Monte, Tito Schipa, Ruggero Raimondi, Mario Del Monaco, Beniamino Gigli, Renata Tebaldi, Maria Callas, Montserrat Caballé, June Anderson, Fiorenza Cossotto, Sonia Ganassi, Daniela Dessì, Mariella Devia, Mirella Freni, Barbara Frittoli, Raina Kabaivanska, Magda Olivero, Katia Ricciarelli, Renata Scotto, Svetla Vassileva, Carlo Bergonzi, Ildebrando D’Arcangelo, Franco Federici, Enrico Giuseppe Iori, Alfredo Kraus, Vincenzo La Scola, Salvatore Licitra, Leo Nucci, Michele Pertusi, Fiorenza Cedollins, Luca Salsi; conductors Claudio Abbado, Roberto Abbado, Bruno Bartoletti, Cleofonte Campanini, Angelo Campori, Riccardo Chailly, Romano Gandolfi, Daniele Gatti, John Eliot Gardiner, Gianandrea Gavazzeni, Valerij Gergev, Peter Maag, Lorin Maazel, Zubin Mehta, Francesco Molinari Pradelli, Riccardo Muti, Daniel Oren, Antonio Pappano, George Prêtre, Giuseppe Podestà, Tullio Serafin, Yuri Temirkanov, Arturo Toscanini, Alberto Zedda; directors Daniele Abbado, Hugo de Ana, Giorgio Barberio Corsetti, Giorgio Belledi, Giuseppe Bartolucci, Mauro Bolognini, Liliana Cavani, Filippo Crivelli, Gianfranco De Bosio, Beppe De Tomasi, Piero Faggioni, Alberto Fassini, Peter Greenaway, Denis Krief, Riccardo Moresco, Pier’Alli, Anna Proclemer, Pier Luigi Pizzi, Lamberto Puggelli, Stephen Medcalf, Graham Vick, Robert Wilson, Ricci | Forte, Leo Muscato;  costume designers Alberto Verso, Alberto Nodolini, Titta Tegano, Dante Ferretti, Denis Krief, Vera Marzot, William Orlandi, Popi Ranchetti, Alessandro Lai, Carlo Savi, Tiziano Santi, Pier Luigi Samaritani.
The very heart of the Theatre, the Sala, with its typical horseshoe shape, enchants with its perfect proportions and decorations. The Theatre houses an audience of 380 seats, four orders of 30 boxes, whose golden knobs are engraved with the ducal monogram of Maria Luigia, and the gallery, for a total capacity today of 1150 spectators (originally over 2000). 

The original neoclassical décor, in the ducal shades of blue, was renewed in 1853 by the will of Charles III of Bourbon, succeeded by Maria Luigia, who dressed the interiors according to the typical taste of the time, with burgundy velvets and upholstery, entrusting the decoration to Girolamo Magnani, Giuseppe Verdi's favourite scenographer, who conceived gilded decorations and stuccos, thus giving the Theatre - from 1848 called Regio - a neo-Renaissance style.

Dominated by the Ducal crown, the Ducal Box, now called Royal Box, was accessible to Maria Luigia only, directly from the Ducal Palace, through a special and invisible passage. 

The Retropalchi, half of which still belong to the boxes owners who contributed to the construction of the Theatre, perpetuate the tradition of tasting the food and wine delicacies that constitute the excellence of the city of Parma, UNESCO creative city for gastronomy. 
Above, the Theatre Galleria, with 152 seats, the dreaded "loggione" of the Regio, is dominated by the vault painted by Giovan Battista Borghesi: poets and playwrights (Seneca, Goldoni, Alfieri, Euripide, Plauto, Aristofane, Metastasio) are arranged in a circle around the imposing gilded bronze chandelier, weighing one ton, forged by the Lacarrière workshops in Paris, and electrified in 1890, which replaced the original chandelier, which was lost.

The stage of the theatre, surrounded by a proscenium 14 meters and fifty wide and 10 meters and fifty high, is framed by the proscenium boxes, richly decorated with images of Fame holding acanthus trophies, and by busts of illustrious personalities: on the right, the Composers, Giovan Battista Pergolesi, Giovanni Paisiello, Domenico Cimarosa, Ferdinando Paer, Vincenzo Bellini, Gaetano Donizetti, on the left the Poets, Giuseppe Torelli, Ottavio Rinuccini, Apostolo Zeno, Carlo Gozzi, Vincenzo Monti, Alberto Nota.
From the Foyer, a large staircase leads to the Sala del Ridotto, where was the throne of Maria Luigia, decorated with mirrors, precious stuccos and frescoes, with two large drop-shaped Murano blown glass chandeliers and the matroneums that hosted dance orchestras.

Unharmed, throughout its two hundred year history, the Teatro Regio is one of the few theatres in the world to boast an original historical curtain in perfect state, painted by Giovan Battista Borghesi, and depicting an allegory of Wisdom, which portrays on a Parnasian background Maria Luigia, as Minerva, surrounded by Poets (Pindar, Homer, Virgil, Ovid and Dante), muses, gods and nymphs; an historical light clock, backlit with counterweight charge, fully functional on the proscenium architrave; an acoustic chamber, still in use, composed of modular hemp panels painted by Giuseppe Carmignani, that can be adjusted to accommodate any type of orchestra and, behind the stage, a pipe organ built by the Frattini brothers in 1853. 

The Teatro Regio di Parma promotes the art and culture of live performance, the professional training of artistic and technical managers and musical education, in order to preserve and enhance the priceless historical-cultural heritage of Opera, in particular, but also dance and music in general. It produces an Opera Season, which takes place from January to May, offering works from the great repertoire as well as less known titles; the Concert Season, hosting soloists and chamber ensembles of international renown; ParmaDanza, which hosts étoiles and international stars, coming from a diversity of dance traditions; RegioYoung, a theatre, educational and entertainment season designed specifically for children, teenagers, students and teachers, with workshops and lessons in preparation for shows and a new opera production, commissioned each year to a composer and staged by an internationally renowned creative team.

Around October 10, the birth date of Giuseppe Verdi, every year since 2001, the Teatro Regio di Parma produces the Festival Verdi, which represents the biggest productive effort of the Theatre, awarded as Best Festival at the International Opera Awards, which brings to Parma and Busseto, Giuseppe Verdi’s hometown, the greatest interpreters of Verdi's repertoire. Operas, concerts, meetings, new site-specific installations, in different theatres and on different stages, first-rate commissions, innovative, new scene and original productions, shows for the younger and for new audiences, where the music of Verdi meets contemporary languages ​​and research: the Festival Verdi in recent years has achieved great results in terms of attendance and revealed a strong international vocation.

The Festival rich program was expanded in 2016 by Verdi Off, a free admission series of over a hundred events aimed at stimulating and sharing the passion for Verdi’s music, in a festive atmosphere that embraces Parma’s and its surroundings, addressing citizens and visitors, families, young people and children, hospices and hospital patients, prisoners.
Scenes, costumes and stage devices of over forty opera productions, created in the last thirty years by the workers of the Teatro Regio di Parma, and designed by the most famous directors, costume and set designers, take shape in the over 7200 square meters of the set design and tailoring ateliers of the theatre, from which they also fly off to the world most renowned theatres on the occasion of the staging of the historical productions for rent.
Officially recognized as a Training Institution of the entertainment industry by the Emilia-Romagna Region, the Regio has launched an articulated education project, culminating in 2020 with the foundation of the Academy of the Teatro Regio di Parma, inaugurated by the Tailoring Program, which aims at the training of highly skilled professionals for the entire show business industry, including music, theatre, cinema, fashion, advertising. The Theatre has founded and houses the Accademia Verdiana, dedicated to Verdi's vocal repertoire, which students face at the highest levels thanks to the tutoring of artists and vocal coaches that are considered the experts in such repertoire. In collaboration with the City of Busseto, it also organizes the Concorso Internazionale Voci Verdiane Città di Busseto.
TEATRO REGIO DI PARMA

Address Strada Giuseppe Garibaldi 16A 43121, Parma - Italy
Telephone Reception tel. +39 0521 203911 – Ticket Office tel. +39 0521 203999

PEC fondazioneteatroregioparma@pec.it
Website www.teatroregioparma.it

Teatro Regio di Parma social media:

· Facebook https://www.facebook.com/teatroregioparma
· Twitter https://twitter.com/regioparma
· Instagram https://www.instagram.com/regioparma/
· Youtube https://www.youtube.com/user/teatroregioparma
· Linkedin https://www.linkedin.com/company/teatro-regio-di-parma/
Verdi Off social media:

· Facebook https://www.facebook.com/verdioff/; 

· Instagram https://www.instagram.com/verdioff/?hl=it
Accademia del Teatro Regio di Parma social media:

· Instagram https://www.instagram.com/accademiatrp/?hl=it
Ticket Office tel. +39 0521 203911 – biglietteria@teatroregioparma.it 

Online ticket office  http://www.biglietteriateatroregioparma.it/ 

The theatre was commissioned by the Dutchess Maria Luigia d’Asburgo-Lorena and designed by the architect Nicolò Bettoli in Neoclassical style. The construction began in 1827.

Inauguration May 16, 1829 with the opera Zaira commissioned for the occasion to Vincenzo Bellini

Current capacity 1150 seats (380 parterre seats, 30 box for each of the four rows and one gallery)

Boccascena 14,5 meters of width; 10,5 meters of height
Peculiarities:

· Original historical curtain painted by Giovan Battista Borghesi

· New curtain sipario painted by Mimmo Paladino and crafted by Teatro Regio di Parma set laboratories, inaugurated on October 10 of 2021, sustained by Reggio Parma Festival

· Chandelier in gilded bronze of 1 ton of weight, forged at the workshop of Lacarrière in Paris and electrified in 1890. In 1853, the current chandelier substituted the original, lost one 
· Historical backlit clock with counterweight charging system. The clock has recently been restored and it is perfectly functioning on the boccascena’s architrave

· Historical acoustic chamber composed of hemp panels, painted by Giuseppe Carmignani

· Pipe organ built by the Frattini brothers in 1853

· Foyer (composed of 8 halls)

· Box seats handles presenting the monogram ML which identifies Maria Luigia
